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Dear friends!

Is Lent in the Bible? It is not. Lent is the Christian season of preparation before Easter. Patriarch and 
Matriarch of the early church introduced it. It is a forty-day-period that begins on Ash Wednesday. In larger 
secular culture, it is the time of coming of the spring. As the followers of Jesus Christ, Lent is the season that is 
a far more substantive and beautiful one. It is the season that is designed to transform us. Yes, it matters to think 
and to believe. Our faith is shaped by ‘my’ practices, rhythms of disciplines of faith. 
 

As a church, you and I, as an individual, have a level of freedom that was given to us when we practice 
things that will help us in our spiritual formation. Thus, through the Lenten season, many Christians observe a 
period of fasting, repentance, moderation, self-denial, and spiritual discipline. Usually, we remember that 
people practice a period of special prayer and reading Bible, or giving up something—a habit, such as smoking, 
watching TV, or swearing, or a food or drink, such as sweets, chocolate or coffee, etc. 
 

Here we want to ask one thing. Why are we doing what we are doing? The purpose is to set aside time 
for reflection on Jesus Christ, his suffering and sacrifice, life, death, burial, and resurrection, to seek to live into 
the fullness through Christ. In doing so, it helps us to grow to walk into the ways of Jesus Christ. It is not an 
event of a specific period. It means the whole life of discipleship, including the practice of sacrificial love. 
 

Remembering my faith journey, I can indeed say that God pours special grace to his daughters and sons 
through this season when we strive to deepen our spirituality. If something truly matters to you, you plan it, 
intentionally apply it to your life. You set priority, you regularly check, you make it happen for your formation. 
Above all else, I encourage you to read the Bible and write a spiritual journal about how you walked with the 
Lord daily. Also, if you think you are addicted to something such as a smartphone, checking email, social 
media, watching TV, News, alcohol, or anything else, please restrict the time and the way of use to be free from 
the addiction. We are not slaves of the things we love, but we are free servants of the Lord in the truth of the 
word. 
 

If our lives as a follower of Christ matter to us, the life of living and walking the way of Christ should 
matter to us though not perfect. It has to transcend 80 or 90 minutes we choose on Sunday. For us, freedom and 
grace were given; practice and implementation are on your part.

Pastor Hae-Jeong

We can dream:  
 Looking forward to the time when Tuolumne County moves into a less restrictive COVID tier, we are 
tossing around ideas to celebrate getting  together… maybe a parking lot hymn sing, a Thanksgiving Dinner 
whenever we can eat together again, a time when we can worship together and hug!  If you have ideas for a 
celebration, please let us know. 

Birthdays 
 3/13-   Sally Tullar    3/21-   Pastor Hae-Jeong Yoon 
 3/21-   Jerry O’Day    3/30-   Lucy Sousa 



Women’s Fellowship: 
 Rummage Sale:  If you are beginning your spring cleaning, please remember that the Women’s Fellowship is 
planning another Parking Lot Sale, probably in May. The date, of course depends on the pace of the COVID 
pandemic. If you have treasures  to donate, please make sure they are clean, have all their parts, and are useable. You 
may place then in the parking lot shed or the choir room, or better for us, hold them until closer to the sale. 

COVID Vaccines 
 Tuolumne Count is currently vaccinating those in Phase 2b, Tier 1; education sector and those 70 and older. 
Check often as they  will be moving into new phases as vaccinations progress.    Information available at: 

Tuolumne Count Public Health Covid-19 Information Line:  (209) 533-7440 
         Online at  : www.tuolumnecounty.ca.gov/250/Public-Health        or mymotherlode.com   

    If you are not comfortable working with these websites, call Lorraine at 559-5335 and she will try to help you get 
signed up.  And pass on the information, please! 

Beans, Rice and Jesus Christ in the Parking Lot 

 As the weather gets better, we are thinking of providing “to go” dinners on Thursdays, from 4:30 - 5:30 
pm, but in the parking lot.  We haven’t decided on an opening date.  If you want to help cook, or serve, or set up 
and clean up, or have ideas  on how this could work, please let Gail Pollard know. (588-1640, 
gailpollard@sbcglobal.net) 

Sonora United Methodist Church 

Pastor:  Hae-Jeong Yoon           Pastor: Hae3213@gmail.com        
Administrative Assistant: Juliet Simerley        Office Phone: (209) 532-4850  
 Website:  www.sonora-umc.org         E-mail - Office:  sumc_office@att.net 

Sonora United Methodist Church 
90 Yaney Ave. 
Sonora, CA 95370 

March. 2021 
Service Online @   www.sonora-umc.org

mailto:Hae3213@gmail.com

