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Hello, sisters and brothers in Christ! 

 The time goes so speedily. Already the first quarter of the year is finishing. It was good that we 
started an in-person worship service today. I was able to listen to the gentle voices and conversation of 
our loving church family! Warm and loving care gives us refreshment and encouragement of our souls. 
All are precious. What a blessing that we can worship together even though we are not fully together! 

 Whether we are isolated or not, Christians should have a healthy and solid, disciplined spiritual 
life. Especially in the time of COVID 19, a personal walk with the Lord will allow us to be firmly 
grounded in the unknown situation. If only we can be nourished by the powerful word of God in the 
middle of all the challenges we face, we can walk through our journey well because God's loving hand 
always creates something far greater than the suffering we go through. We will see how God works in 
our lives and how God transforms us into his image even through fire or water.  

 After Easter, I plan to do a sermon series that can help bring refreshed and healing energy into 
our various life areas; Spiritual, emotional, physical, mental, relational, financial, vocational areas. We 
will check what God wants to say about those issues so that we may have balance again toward healing 
and transformation. The sermon Schedule is as follows for now. There will be a slight change since 
some of us want to have a Taize service a week.  

April 11  Transformed in my emotional health 
April 18 Transformed in my mental health 
May 23 Transformed in my relational health 
May 30 Transformed in my financial health 
June 6  Transformed in my vocational health 

 During this period, I plan to trip to Korea for one month, which became longer than I planned. 
All those who come to Korea have to quarantine for two weeks. So inevitably, I decided to stay in 
Korea for one month to spend two weeks with my family and friends. I need your prayers for a safe 
trip.  

 May we all be freed from the burden of life known and unknown and fully live in a free realm 
God created through Easter blessings!  

 Pastor Hae-Jeong 



In-person Church and Covid 

As we return to in-person worship and other gathering we must remain diligent by continuing  to take Covid 
precautions.  At the end of March the number of new Covid cases in the US is once again rising - up 10% in a 
week!!  We are vaccinating 1% of the US population in a day yet we are also looking at a potential 4th surge in 
new Covid cases and hospitalizations.  Dr Walensky, CDC Director, says “We must work together now to 
prevent a fourth surge…  I can’t face another surge when there is so much optimism at our fingertips.”   

Here are a few highlights from the CDC Guidelines: 

You a considered fully vaccinated is 2 weeks after you had 2nd dose of Pfizer of Moderna vaccine or a single 
dose of J&J vaccine 

When you are fully vaccinated you can visit indoors without a mask with: 
•  other vaccinated people 
• a single low-risk household 

• But you must continue 
• Avoid medium- and large-sized in-person gatherings 
• Follow CDC and health Department guidelines  
•  Take precautions and wear mask and practice physical distancing: 

• in public,  
• visiting unvaccinated people from multiple households 
• when visiting households  of increased risk individuals 

The most patriotic thing you can do is to continue to wear a mask in public for a bit longer. 
The events mentioned in this newsletter are subject to change as conditions change.  
Gail Pollard 

Easter Sunday, April 4: 

 After the church service we will have some time together outside, wearing our masks, to catch 
up with one another and see how we have changed. 

 Then we will sing! 

 We will maintain a minimum 6 foot distance, and wear masks for a  hymn sing in the Parking Lot 
on Easter Sunday, after the church service and our fellowship time.  We will use the old Hymn books and sit in 
chairs next to our cars.  Bring your own hymn book or use our disinfected ones and we will sing out loud.   

 Come and let us make a joyful noise! 

April birthdays 
 April 9  Lorraine Vogt    April 22 Ronnie Hursky 
 April 13 Juliet Simerley    April 24 Richard Halpin 
 April 21 Bobby Huffstetter 



Women's Fellowship

Greetings and happy spring! If you are doing any annual cleaning, consider setting aside any gently 
used, working items for our rummage sale that will be Saturday May 22nd. We will meet for an 
outdoor, bring your own lunch time of planning and fellowship on Friday May 14th at 12:30, weather 
permitting. Setup will be Friday the 21st with time to be determined. 

Here's praying and hoping that covid restrictions continue to lessen, so we can start getting back to 
some normalcy. In the meantime, try to remember to keep in touch with those who may not feel safe 
venturing out just yet.  

God be with you till we meet again!! 
Many Blessings! 

Karla Wasson 

The Methodist Men and the Women’s Fellowship will meet together for breakfast on April 25, the 
last Sunday in April at 8:30 am.  Ron Leedy has volunteered to cook.  (Thank you, Ron). After the 
breakfast we will separate for our meetings.  While the Covid precautions are ever changing, as of the 
time this is written, dining room capacity is limited to 25% (red tier) or 50% (orange tier)  and masks 
will be required when not eating.  This may change if we verify that everyone in attendance had their 
last dose of vaccine by April 11th. All are welcome. Watch for updates! 

For green bags: 

Hi all! Big news for Mother Lode Food Project is that non- perishable food items can be collected 
again in the green bags for ATCAA.  We still have bags available in the fireside room for use. Please 
make sure all items are in the original packaging and are good for at least 6 months. Our collection 
Sunday is April 25th. Bags can be brought to ATCAA in Jamestown Tuesday 4/27- Thursday 4/29 from 
7am till 3pm. This is new, so since I will be working, we will need someone else to deliver the bags. 
Checks can also be mailed to:  
  
  ATCAA Food Bank 
  C/O Sonora Service Center 
  427 North Highway 49 Suite 305 
  Sonora, CA 95370 

Make sure to put MLFP in the memo line. 
Welcome Tristan and Anastasia Kaiser who are taking over for Ellen Beck and Sue Munday after their 
many years of dedicated service. Check with me or Lorraine Vogt with any questions. 

Karla 



Trustees; 

 While the church has been closed, the Trustees have been working on major repairs.  We now 
have good flowing water in the kitchen.  The faucet and some pipes had be be replaced. There was a 
pond collecting at the top of the bell tower which was causing ceiling stains in the Bride’s room.  Eli 
Mansfield and Dave Wasson investigated and found and solved both these problems.  They rehung our 
bell also.  We haven’t been able to ring it for a long time.   

 The parsonage has had sewer problems.  Ron Leedy has arranged for Tuolumne Utilities District 
to finally take responsibility for broken sewer pipes in Yaney Street. 

 We purchased and had installed a new stove and carbon monoxide detector in the Norlin house.  
The old stove was probably from the 1970s. 

 There are still some major long delayed maintenance problems with the church and parsonage.  
After all, the buildings are almost 100 years old! The new energized Trustee committee is working on 
these problems as time and money permits. 

 Thank you to all who helped with the Work Day on Saturday, March 27.  We fixed or 
investigated more maintenance problems, pulled weeds and straighten up the attic and basement 
storage room.  Wonderful to work together. 

 Any time you want to stop by the church and pull weeds, the rose garden in the front of the 
church and the Borrego  garden on the Yaney Street side of the church still need some work. 

Our church going forward: 

 With  Pastor Hae-Jeong going on vacation to Korea  in May and moving to Wisconsin to her 
new job in June, we are exploring new ideas and considering old plans for our church’s future.  If you 
have any ideas for things you would like the church to do, please contact Lorraine at 559-5335 or 
lorrainev63@comcast.net. 

 While the Pastor is gone we are looking for a few people who would be willing to share their 
life and faith journey for 5 to 10 minutes on a Sunday morning.  Our Lay Speakers, Janice Samuels 
Johnson and Loisi Hursky  will preach a couple of times, but we would like to hear about your faith 
journey.  This is a wonderful way for us to learn more about each other. 

Lorraine Vogt 

mailto:lorrainev63@comcast.net


Giving to Sonora UMC using tithe.ly

Some of you have asked that we set up an online donation program.   We have set up such a 
program using tithe.ly.com which is an online program to give to our church online by check, 
debit card or credit card.  The donation can either be a one at a time donation or you can be 
set it up as a recurring donation (weekly, every two weeks, monthly or twice a month).   
There is a transaction fee for donations either 1% + 30 cents for check transactions or 2.6% +  
30 cents for credit card transactions.  You have the option of covering the transaction fees if 
you’d like. 
 The info below is how to give online using Tithe.ly. There is also an  App which you can 
down load and the info is similar.

Setting up an account:   Go to www.tithe.ly.com/give  (if you enter tithe.ly in search:  choose 
the one that says “Give to your church” - others are for administrative functions)

There will be a green log-in box with a “Create a new account” box in center - click on that.

For User Id:  your email address - this should be one you can check frequently
The you will then create both a Password and also a 4 digit PIN.  
You will enter all three whenever you log on.

After you create your account:   
Log In and then you will set up your Payment Method/information. You have option of 
entering credit cards, debit cards and/or checking account  numbers - you can put in multiple 
payment options.

Making Donation:  From your home page:  Click on “Give now”  
Be sure that it says “Sonora United Methodist Church,  Sonora CA”. 
Click on “Bank”  to use check  or “Card” to use credit/Debit card
On this screen you will enter the amount of your donation.  It will select “General Fund” with 
dropdown box to change to other funds such as Building, Beans & Rice, Interfaith, etc. If you 
select “Other”  please specify details in the “Note/Memo” box which will appear.
 There is box to click if you want to pay transaction fee.
 There is a  box to make it a recurring transaction with dropdown box to specify frequency.
When you are happy with the entry Click on the “Give $”  box. You will then get a 
Conformation screen to approve and finalize the Donation

Note:  You will get separate giving statements for your donations made through tithe.ly and 
for donations made directly to the church. (This is because of the transaction fee)

http://tithe.ly
http://tithe.ly.com
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